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any that had yet been published. The result of John's labours is a somewhat tedious work, divided into four books, the headings of which were obviously suggested by those of Gregory's Pastoral Care. The first book professes to tell us in what way and by what virtues Gregory attained to the pontificate; the second, how he lived when Pope; the third, how his teaching corresponded with his life ; the fourth, how, while teaching rightly, he daily recognized his own weakness. The matter of the last three books, however, does not correspond very closely with the titles. The biography consists largely of extracts from Gregory's letters, but it contains a certain amount of interesting information which is not found elsewhere. Yet John is an inaccurate historian, apt to draw unwarrantable inferences, and given to repeating un-authenticated traditions as though they were verified history. Hence, when his testimony conflicts with that of other authorities, it may, unless strong reasons appear to the contrary, with safety be rejected.
Such are the original authorities which bear directly on the life of Gregory. But besides these I have frequently referred to many others which, more or less indirectly, throw light upon my subject. The works of such authors as Cassiodorus, Evagrius, Procopius, Gregory of Tours, Paul the Deacon, Theophylact, Isidore, and Theophanes, to say nothing of the lesser contemporary chroniclers and biographers and the later Byzantine historians, can of course be neglected by no serious student of this period. Of these writers, however, I need not here supply a complete list; whenever I have had occasion to quote them I have supplied the reference in my notes.
In the first volume of the Benedictine edition of Gregory's works there is printed, in addition to the biographies of Paul and John, the long and laborious Vita Gregorii by Dom. Denis de Ste. Marthe, superior-general of the Maurist congregation of Benecjictines. This compilation is based upon the Letters and the earlier Lives, and was for long regarded almost as a classical